Whether a keen gardener or not, it is difficult to escape the issue of composting.  Most households have now been given a ‘green waste’ wheelie bin, and many people have a compost heap in their own garden.  

As a compost enthusiast, I have always wanted to have my own wormery.  To this end, I decided to pay a visit to Finnis Organic Worms, near Dromara.  I spent the most fascinating afternoon hearing all about worms and their antics.  Finnis Organic Worms offer a mail order service providing a wormery, complete with worms, called The Worm Works.  
The Worm Works is a specially designed house in several layers.  The house includes a liquid collecting area at the bottom with a tap to run off a liquid known as ‘black gold’.  This liquid, diluted 1 part to 10 parts of water, is perfect for feeding all garden plants and containers.

It is very easy to maintain The Worm Works.  Once established, it is simply a matter of keeping the worms supplied with green kitchen waste.  The worms turn the waste into the most wonderful soil conditioner possible.  Used neat, it can increase tomato plant yield by 40%.  It can also be mixed 1 part to 4 with ordinary potting compost for containers and window boxes.  
Any green waste can be added: lettuce, carrot peelings, dead flower arrangements, cooked or raw vegetable left-overs, coffee grounds, tea bags, crushed egg shell and even shredded phone bills, junk mail and corrugated cardboard.  To ensure faster results, all green waste must be chopped up finely and fresh waste should not be added until the worms have processed the last lot.  
There is no smell from The Worm Works, so they may be kept in the kitchen, utility room, porch or garage.  They are most active if they are kept in temperatures between 16 and 25 degrees.  They must be kept moist, and will die if conditions are too dry, so never place the wormery near a radiator.  If you are going on holiday, they can survive very happily on moist shredded paper for up to 4 weeks.  

And don’t worry if there are any squeamish people in the household – the worms cannot escape and it is possible to lift the lid to add fresh food without even seeing a worm - they don’t like the light, so they tend to stay in the darker lower sections, coming up to the top section only to eat.
At  £89.00 for the complete Worm Works, including the worms, this would make a fantastic and novel gift.  But please remember, these are living creatures and need to be cared for as much as any other pet.
If you would like to order a Worm Works or learn more about the process, there is a fantastic website: www.thewormworks.com  or you may phone (028) 9753 2686.
I shall keep readers informed of the progress of my Worm Works.  If you would like to learn more about composting and gardening, we are holding a series of simple 1-day courses at our new ‘blank canvas’ 1 acre garden near Castlewellan.  We will also cover pruning, tree and shrub planting, vegetable and fruit gardening, how to obtain year-round colour in your garden, topical tips for autumn and Gardeners Question Time.
This full-day course will include practical, hands-on experience and everyone will go home with a colourful patio container (plants will be supplied).

Morning & afternoon refreshments and Lunch will be included.

The price for this full day including plants and all refreshments will be £70.

If you are interested, please contact me and we will keep you informed.

For further advice, ideas and suggestions, please visit our website: www.vanessadrewgardendesign.com  If you would like more information about having your garden designed, please contact me on (0775) 4091 772.
