For most of us, planting a new garden can be very costly.  Simply visiting a garden centre to mentally calculate the price of one’s planting scheme can bring a tear to the driest of eyes.  However, there are ways of dramatically reducing this cost, if you are prepared to wait a year.  

When selecting plants, look at the base of the stems.  Choose plants with several separate clumps.  These are all new plantlets being produced by the main plant as it divides every year.

When you get the plant home, remove it from its pot and lay it on a sheet of polythene on a bench.  Scrape back the soil to reveal the roots at the outer sides.  Taking a sharp knife, carefully cut away the plantlets with as big a section of root as possible.  Remember - the more root each plantlet has attached, the quicker it will develop into a healthy, independent plant.

Pot up each plantlet individually in a pot, preferably the same size as the one the original plant came in.  Use good potting compost with some slow release fertilizer.  Water well and stand in a sheltered area.  Alternatively, the plantlets may be planted straight into the ground, but I find I have more success if they are over-wintered in comfort.  The original ‘mother’ plant can be planted out straight away.  Don’t forget to include plenty of bonemeal and slow release fertilizer in the planting hole, and keep well watered for the first few weeks.
If the plant you have chosen is herbaceous, it will naturally die down in winter.  Don’t mistake this for the plant having died completely as a result of being split up !  Watch carefully, and in spring, you will hopefully see more new shoots coming up.  Instead of one plant costing £6, you will have produced perhaps six plants – great value at £1 each.
If you would like to see more ideas like this, we are holding a series of simple 1-day courses at our new ‘blank canvas’ 1 acre garden near Castlewellan.  We will also cover pruning, tree and shrub planting, vegetable and fruit gardening, how to obtain year-round colour in your garden, topical tips for autumn and Gardeners Question Time.
This full-day course will include practical, hands-on experience and everyone will go home with a colourful patio container (plants will be supplied).

Morning & afternoon refreshments and Lunch will be included.

The price for this full day including plants and all refreshments will be £70.

If you are interested, please contact me and we will keep you informed.

For further advice, ideas and suggestions, please visit our website: www.vanessadrewgardendesign.com  If you would like more information about having your garden designed, please contact me on (0775) 4091 772.
