I have been hosting garden advice seminars at the My Home event at the King’s Hall.  It was extremely well attended and feedback from visitors was very good.  At the seminars, we discussed topical tips including ways of brightening up patio containers at this time of year.  Bedding plants are coming to the end of their natural life, so it’s time to refresh containers with autumn flowers such as cyclamen and chrysanthemums.  A herb pot containing parsley and rosemary would also make a useful culinary addition to the front doorstep.

Meanwhile, back at our building site, planting has begun in earnest.  One of the first trees to be planted was an Oak.  This is one of my favourites as it sustains more species of wildlife than any other tree.  They do grow extremely large, reaching at least 18 metres in height, so make sure you have plenty of space if you would like to plant one.  It should be sited at least 25 metres from the house.
When planting trees, dig a hole about twice the width and depth of the existing rootball.  Loosen the base soil with a garden fork and mix in plenty of bonemeal.  Water the hole and the tree before planting.  Ideally, the tree should also have been well watered the night before planting.

A strong stake should be put in on the windward side of the tree – that is the side from which the prevailing wind tends to come.  There are many theories on staking trees.  Some think a tall stake which is tied high up the tree is best.  Others consider it more sensible to secure the rootball and let the rest of the tree toughen up naturally in the wind.  I can see both points of view, so if you are planting trees, try to read up about both methods and decide for yourself.  Personally, I am concerned that these new little trees should develop a tall, straight trunk.  Therefore, I put in a tall stake and tie the tree about 30cm below the canopy.  

Many of my clients laugh when I tell them that I use nylon tights as tree ties.  However, they are in my opinion the best material to use as they may stretch as the tree grows.
Tree ties can cause problems if they are not regularly checked.  Please remember to loosen them as the tree grows.  I have lost count of the number of trees I have seen where this has not been done, and as the tree gets bigger, the tie cuts in to the bark.  Eventually it can create such damage that in stormy weather, the tree canopy may simply snap off.  So if you have any trees in your garden, go now and check those tree ties.  Don’t leave it any later.  I know it is one of those little jobs that seems so trivial that it is easy to forget, but it really is crucial to the development of your trees.

Make sure you remember to water the tree regularly after planting – even if it has been raining, as sometimes rain can simply run off the soil surface without penetrating through to the roots.  And keep the area around the base weeded by hand.  Please don’t strim weeds as strimmer cord can damage tree trunks and may even kill them.
After designing a garden and carrying out the planting, many clients feel daunted by the amount of general maintenance required, even in a ‘low maintenance’ garden.  For this reason, we are holding a series of simple 1-day courses at our new ‘blank canvas’ 1 acre garden near Castlewellan.

Topics covered will include pruning, tree and shrub planting, vegetable and fruit gardening, how to obtain year-round colour in your garden, topical tips for autumn and Gardeners Question Time.
This full-day course will include practical, hands-on experience and everyone will go home with a colourful patio container (plants will be supplied).

Morning & afternoon refreshments and Lunch will be included.

The price for this full day including plants and all refreshments will be £70.

If you are interested, please contact me and we will keep you informed.

For further advice, ideas and suggestions, please visit our website: www.vanessadrewgardendesign.com  If you would like more information about having your garden designed, please contact me on (0775) 4091 772.
