During our initial visits with clients, one of the most common questions we get asked is “How much do you think it will cost to do up our garden ?”  

This is a very difficult question to answer without detailed examination of the site and a good garden design.  It also depends on the client themselves.  Price will vary according to choice of paving products and the size of plants purchased.  As an example, a simple visit to any garden centre will soon reveal how quickly one could spend £1000.
There may also be work required which, although not initially obvious, may be necessary.  For example, the removal of concrete can take several days, civic amenity sites charge a fee for dumping, and it is amazing how quickly a skip can be filled with debris.  Paving may cost around £20 per square metre, and can cost at least £30 per square metre to carry out the preparation work & lay the flags or paving brick.  A garden may look level until excavation commences.  Retaining walls may be necessary.  Other ‘unseen’ but necessary costs may include drainage – pipework & stones, electrical work which requires cables, ducting, lighting and work carried out by suitably qualified personnel.
It is often easier if clients can decide how much they are prepared to spend.  As long as it is a reasonable amount, we can then work out something to suit them.  Gravel costs less than paving, and a simple water feature may cost less than an elaborate pond.  If larger plants are purchased, the effect is more immediate.  However you will pay more for larger plants as the nurseryman’s time must be accounted for looking after those plants for an extra few years in the plant nursery.

For further ideas and suggestions for your garden, please visit our website: www.vanessadrewgardendesign.com  If you would like more information about having your garden designed, please contact me on (0775) 4091 772.

